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a proof in the Panegyric addressed to him at a somewhat later
time by Gregory known as Thaumaturgus, the Wonder-worker,
afterwards the evangelizer of his native Cappadocia, who had
come to learn law at Berytus, but, meeting with Origen, became
a Christian scholar and eventually a bishop. A long and fruitful
period of study and teaching at Alexandria ended in the tenth year
of Severus Alexander (A.D. 232), when a quarrel with Demetrius
his Bishop led to Origen's final removal to Caesarea, where he
continued his work as a teacher. He died at.Tyre in A.D. 253 at
the age of sixty-nine, his health broken by imprisonment and
torture during the Decian persecution of 250.
Of the immense body of Origen Js writings but a fragment sur-
vives in the original. His great apologetic work, the eight books
Contra Cehum^ has come down to us intact; nine of the forty
volumes of the Commentary on St John survive, and eight of the
twenty-five volumes of the Commentary on St Matthew as well as
some homilies on Jeremiah. We have, too, \heflorikgium of ex-
tracts from Origen compiled by St Basil and St Gregory Nazian-
zen, called the Philocalia\ also treatises on Prayer and on Martyr-
dom. A larger proportion of his work is known to us only through
the medium of Latin translations. Where these can be tested they
are shown to have been seriously and frequently altered to suit the
exigencies of a later standard of orthodoxy. Especially is this true
of the great dogmatic work de frindpiis (rrepi ap^oli/), which is
known to us as a whole only through the translation of Rufinus.
This translation allows us to discern the plan and proportions of
the original; but fragments of the original Greek extracted by
Justinian as texts to be condemned, together with extracts from
the accurate rendering by St Jerome preserved in his letter to
Avitus, prove how seriously Rufinus tampered with the text,
A restoration of Origen's own system, securely based upon sur-
viving Greek material and upon Latin translations only where
they can be controlled by Greek parallels, is an achievement which
has been reserved for the scholarship of this present century.
" While still a young man at Alexandria, Origen had attended
the philosophical lectures of the founder of Neoplatonism,
Ammonias Saccas, and thus gained a thorough knowledge of the
philosophical thought of his age. This knowledge he applied to
the elucidation of the faith which he had received, and to which he
was whole-heartedly devoted. The means whereby he was able to
co-ordinate his philosophical system with the faith of the Church
he found at hand in the principle of allegorical interpretation of
scripture, the method of which he expounds and justifies at length